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Thurfday, April rx. 1714, 


To Mr. MYRTLE. 
SIR, 

Suppofe, Mr. Myrtle, that you begin to repent 

you Publithed my laft Letter to you, fince your 

late 'ndulgence to me occafions this frequent 

Trouble; [don’tknow, Sir, what it may be to 
you, but | am fure it is real Pleafare to me to em- 
brace ull Opportunities of thewing my felr your 
humble Servant; therefore give me leave to talk be- 
fore fo great a Matter of Love, and toule the i'rite 
Simile of making a Declaration of War before Haz- 
nibal, 


C AMong all thofe Paffions, to which the frailty 

© and weaknefs of Man fubje@ him, thereis 
¢ pot any that extends fuch a boundlefs and defpo- 
¢ tick Empire over the whole Species, as that of 
¢ Love. The Meck, the Mild, and tie Humble are 
© Strangersto Envy, Anger and Ambition ; but neither 
‘ the Malicious, the Cholerick, or the Proud can fay 
¢ their Hearts have been elways free fromthe Pow- 
¢ erof Love. ‘This has fubdued the exalted Minds 
¢ of the moft afpiring Tyrants, and has melted the 
¢ moft Sanguine Complexion into an effeminate 
¢ Softnefs. An undaunted Hero has been known 
‘ to tremble when he approached the Fair, and the 
s mighty Hercules let tall his Club at a Woman’s 
« Feet. The Scholar, the Sratefinan, and the Sol- 
¢ dier have all been Lovers, and the moft ignorant 
© Swain has negleéted both his flocks aud Pipe to 
* woe Daphne or Sylvia. 

* But tho’ Love be a Paffion which is thus com- 
* mon to all, yet how: widely do its Votarics dif- 
¢ fer in their manner of Addrefs? The pleating En- 
¢ joyment of the admired Object is what they all 
* purfue, and yet few agree in the fame methods of 
¢ obtaining their Ends, or accomplifhing their Detires, 
¢ Every Lover has his particular Whim, and e.cb 
¢ refulves to follow his own way. Seme fancy 
€ Mony has a Sovereign Charm in it, and thar no 
¢ Rheiorick is fo irretiltsbly prevailing as a Go den 
¢ Shower. QOvhers think to take their Mliretiles as 
‘ they Go Towns, by Bombarding or Undern ining 
¢ them; if they can’t beat thont Gown by force or 
* Aris, theyll ay to dlow thoi ep whhtalie Mau- 
¢ fick. Some ateempe to frighten their Mittrcifes 
¢ into aCouipliance, ond dircaten to hang or drown 
¢ themfelves it they refute to pity theta. Ochers 
© turn Vrasredians, and expect to move Compaffion 
® by a falling tear, or a riiing Sign. Some depend 
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* upon Drefs, and conclude that if they ean catch 
* the Eye they'll foon feize the Heart. One Man 
affeéts Gravity, and another Levity, becaufe fome 
* Women preter the Solemnity of a Spaniard tothe 
* Gayety of a Frenchman, An handfom Leg has 
‘ found the way to a Widow's Bed, and a Coquette 
¢ has been won by a Song or a Caper. A Prude 
¢ may be caught by a precife Look and a demure 
¢ Behaviour, and a Platonick Lady has lain with 
* her hunible Servant out of a retin’d Friendihip 
¢ when fhe would not liften to a Declaration « 

¢ Love. Some will be attacked in Mode and Fi- 
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gore, and others will have it, that a great Scholar 
will never make a kind Husband. The witty 
Clara is delighted with Impertinence, and a cele- 
brated Toatt has languifhed for the beautife! Ourtide 
of a painted Butterfly: Some Women are allured 
by the refemblance of their own Follies; and J 
have feen a Rake, by the help of a whining Ac- 
cent, triumph over a Lanétified Quaker, 

* But of all the Arts which have been pradtifed 
by the Men on the other Sex, | have not obierved 
any kind of Addref$ which has been fo generally 
fuccefsful as Flattery, Whether 1 be, tnat by 
making a Woman in Love with her felf, fou 
thereby engage her to love the Perfon who mikes 
her fo; as who would not de apt tobe toudot the 
Caule which produces to agreeable an EiR@? Or 
whether the Partidlity and Self Love, which meft 
Wainen abound in, does the more readily induce 
them to believe, that all the Praife which is given 
them is really due co their Merit, asd che retore 
they admire you for your Juttice: Or whatever 
other Reafon may poflibly be afligned for tt is Weak- 
nets, 1 thal not vow go about co enquires but 
fo itis, that the therett and furett way to a ¥o- 
man’s Heace is chro? the Road of sk‘itul Flattery. 
This like a fudtle Poyfon intinuates it felt alnott 
into every Female, and a Dofe of it right'y pre- 
pared feldoim facls to produce an cxtracidinary 
Operation. Like a delicious Cordial it ueets 
with an univerfal Acceptance and Ap; revasion, 
while Sincerity and {lain-dealing ae looked 


upon 4s nauferus and difyatttul Phy tick, 
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oppelition to what there advance, it may pe rhaps 
be tard we may love the Treafon, and yet hate 
the Traitor. How uue this Maxim may de in 
* Politicks (Treachery being a» Moral Evil, whien 
* tho’ of Ute to us tor our Satery. is yet iw flicient 
“wo beget an Avertion in ws towards the Wretch 
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‘who is guilty of it) I than’e difpute; but I am fare 
».% Inj Love Affairs it will fcarcely hold, For the 
é a be a. Woman of uncommon Virtues and 


“ras Qualifications, who can fo nicgly diftinguith be- 


~~ 5 © tween the Gift and the Giver, as to refufe the 
* “© one, and yet receive the other. They do not 
‘ think Flateery a Vice, and therefore can’t be pet- 
‘ fuaded to diflike a Lover for being a Courtier; 
* nay, tho’ they are conicious otf fome of theirown 


«. Imperfe@tions, yet if their Admirers are not quick- . 


¢ fighted enou,;h to difcern them, they are willing 
¢ to impute thcir Blindnefs to their Love; nay, tho’ 
‘ fome Defeéts are grofily vifible even to the 
‘ Lover, yet if he will compliment his Miftrefs 
© with what fhe really wants, { dare appeal to the 
‘ whole Sex, whether either fuch Incenfe op the 
© Offerer of it be one Jot nearer the lofing their 
* Favour, and whether they are not ever delighted 
‘ with both the Delution and the Deceiver. But 
if they really believe themfelves as amiable as the 
¢ Flatterer telis them they are, then, in point of 
© Gratitude, they conclude themfelves obliged to 


‘ think kindly of their Benefa@tor ; that he is one, * 


* none can deny, fince the greateft Kindnefs you 
¢ can confer on a Miftrefs are Praifeand Commen- 
© dation. Thefe are thofe melting Sounds, that 
* foft Mufick which never founds harfhly ina Wo- 
* man’s Ear. Before I conclude this Paper, | fhall 
* relate a Story which I know to be Fatt. 


© Mifs Witwou'd was a young Gentlewoman of | 


* good Extra@ion and an handfom Fortune. She 
* was exaétly thaped and very pretty: She drefs’d 
¢ and danc’d genteely, and fung {weetly: But not- 
* withftanding thefe Advantages, (which one wou'd 
* imagine were fufficient to make any one Woman 
* fatisfied) the had an infufferable Itch after the Re- 
* putation of a Wit. She fancied fhe had as much 


¢ Wit as the wanted (tho’ indeed fhe wanted more — 


© than ever the’ll have) and this Conceit made her 
‘ fond of fcribling and thewing her Follies that 
* way, as taking great Delizht in Applaufe, 

© Myfriend Afcanwell is a Gentleman of good 
¢ Senfe and a found Judgment, he is a profeffed E- 
© nemy to Flattery, and is of Opinion, that to com- 
¢ mend withov: juft Grounds, is to rob the Meri- 
© torious of that which only of Right belongs to 
‘ them. He faysa Compliment is a modith Lie, 
* and declares he wou’d not be guilty of fo much 
* Bafenefs as to cry up a beautiful Fool for Wit, 
¢ not even in her own heating, tho’ he were fure 
¢ to have his Falfhood rewarded by the Enjoyment 
‘ of his Miftrefs, Undeferved Applaufe is to him 
« an Argument of either want of Judgment or of 
¢ Infincerity, and he refolves he will never go a- 
* bout to eftablifh another’s Reputation at the Ex- 
‘pence of his own. With thefe honeft ufelefs 
© Qualities he has made long but fruitlefs Court- 
‘ fhip to young Mifs Witwou'd. Ned Courtly isa 
‘ new but violent Pretender to the fame lade. 
* Ned is a ‘hallow well-drefs’d Coxcomb: He was 
¢ bred at Court, and is of a graceful and confident 
* Behaviour, tempered with Civility. The thallow 
* Thing can wait at a Diftance, and look at her, and 
© with a Smileapproach her, and fay, Your Lady- 
‘ fhip is divinely pretty. He is wonderful happy 
* alfo in particular Difcoveries, and whenever he 
* renews a Vilit to Kis Miftrefs, the is fure of being 
* prefented with fome additional Charm, which 


would have for ever lain conceal’d, had not Ned 
molt luckily found st out. Ned quickly perceiv’d 
Mifs 4:twow'd’s weak tide, aud carefully watch’d 
all Opportunities of making his Advantage of it. 
Mits grows enamour’d of Ned’s Company, and 
begins to de(pite Afeanwellas an unpolith’d Clown. 
She likes Wed as the does her Glafs, and for the 
fame Reaton, thet it always fhows her her Beau- 
ties; and the tices as much Pleafure in hearing 
him, injudiciouily as he dues it, give her alfo the 
Beauties of her Mind, as the doesto fee the Glafs 
refle& thofe of her Body. One Evening, aft 
Week, Meanzwell nad the Honour to fup withher 
the Cloth being takeu away, the delivered him a 
Copy of Verfes, which the faid had been the Pro- 
duét of her leifure Hours, and defired the Opini- 
on of fo good a Judge. My Friend had the Pa- 
tience to read them twice over, finds nothing ex- 
traordinary in them, fo fin‘lingly returns them 
with a filent Bow. He was juft going to {peak 
his Mind impartially, wheu in came NedCourly. 
He perufed and humm’d them over in a feemin 
Rapture, louk’d at the Lady and then at the Pa- 
per for almoft half an Hour in fall Admira- 
tion-—And then with 4 better Air than ever 
Critick fpoke, he pronounced that the Author of 
thofe Verfes had Congreve’s Wit, and Waller’s 
Softnefs, and that there was nothing fo compleat- 
ly perfe@ inall their Works. — The Confequence 
of this was — Afanwell was difcarded, becaute 
he wou’d be rigidly Honeft in Trifles; and Ned 
made his Miftrefs his Wife, becaufe in fpite of 
* Nature he allowed her a Poetefs, or, pethaps, 
* very juftly, becaufe he really thinks her fo. 


Lam, SIR, 
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Your moft bumble Seruant, 
Vefavius, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Juft Publith’d, 
, The Shepherd’s Week, in Six Paftorals; Written 
. y i }-On. : Ador.’d with Cuts, Defigned and Engraved by 
Libeat mihi Sordida mra, 
_ _Atque bumiles habitare Cafas.--~- Virg, 
Printed for F.rd. Burleigh in Amen-Corner, 


There is now gaing to the Prefs at Cambridge, on a 


new Letter, and very good Paper, to be Printed 
by Subfcriptions, 


Eufebii Socrates Sozemeni, &c. in 3 Vol.in Folio 
from thecurious Edition Prin'ed at Paris by Valefiuc, of which this 
Edition has thefe Advantages; rft, Ail Valelius’s Notes are ?rinted 
intire at the bortom of each Page. ad, Thee ar: large Additions 
of Notz Variorum uader them trom our moft eminent Engl hh Di- 
vines, as well as Foreigners that writ fince Valetius. 2d, Tne 
Chronology is exa&, and Lemmas on the tide co direét to confiderable 
Paflazes; and 4th, alarger and more exa& ‘ndex, with Maps, &c. 
Price to Subfcriders three Guineas, with all Allowance. Royal Pa- 
per five Guineas. Onc for the fmall, a d two for che large, to be 
paid when forty <heets are Printed off, cowards carrying on the 
= Charge. Propotals may be had, and subfcriptions taken in 

y Mr. Reading at Sion College, John Nicholfon in Little i neain 
Mr. Paul and Mr. aac Va'iant in the Strand, Mr, Clements ac 
Oxon, Mr. ‘ rowofieldin Cam ridge, and moft other i ookle!lers ia 
Town and Country. Note, if s00 be Subtcribed for (of which a» 
bove 400 a= now en ered) the Book (ull goto the Prefs by the tictt 
of Junenext ; thole chat intend to Subicrite mutt do it by the 25a 


rd i ae there will not be above 30 Printed more than sub- 





LONDON, Printed: And Sold by Ferd. Burleigh, in Amen. 
’ lel ct cts na Tae gh, in Amen-Corner, 
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